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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  June 25, 2014

“I witnessed...redemption!”

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Bishop James Swanson, Sr. (left) was seen with U.S. Congress-
man John Lewis (center) and at Mt. Zion UMC in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi during a commemorative service to honor the lives 
of three slain Civil Rights workers from the 1960s. In this week’s 
Bishop’s Journal, Swanson reflects on the events of Freedom 
Summer.

<<See Bishop’s Journal, page 2 for story>>

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.
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Matthew 10:40-42
New International Version (NIV)
40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes 
a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a 
righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, 
that person will certainly not lose their reward.”

word POWER

Redemption
Photo right: This memorial stone with pictures of the murdered Civil 
Rights workers is outside of Mt. Zion UMC.  The men were investigating 
a fire at the church before the went missing.  Photo by Larry Davis.

Sunday, June 15, 2014 I journeyed to Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
in Philadelphia, Mississippi to be a participant in the 50th Commemora-
tive Memorial Service for James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael 
Schwerner. Some of you will remember this from the transformative days 
of the struggle for racial justice in the United States that were lived out 
here in Mississippi. Some would love to forget those days but a failure to 
remember condemns us to repeat the same mistakes. I was surrounded 
in that historic church by many of the people that played significant roles 
during that era.

Congressman John Lewis, Dave Dennis (the person who trained many of 
the freedom riders), Bob Moses of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) and Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Roscoe 
Jones, a local legend of the movement and then others that picked up the torch later and carried on the struggle.

I was proud of Mt. Zion UMC, a small congregation that was burned to the ground in June of 1964 prior to the deaths of Chaney, Good-
man and Schwerner as a means to attract them out to Neshoba County 
where they later met their death. Mt. Zion had opened its doors to be a 
Freedom School back then and paid a price for their willingness to be an 
empowerment zone for African Americans struggling for dignity. Mt. Zion 
continues to this day as a small rural United Methodist church that is still 
predominately African American but at 3:00 p.m. on June 15, 2014 it was 
filled with a racially mixed gathering of Mississippians and others that 
gathered to say, “Lord help us to remember that it was fear and hatred 
that caused this but only love and courage can carry us forward to be 
the world you created us to be!” For a couple of hours we stood and sat 
between yesterday and tomorrow and we dreamed of a better world, but 
we did so fully aware that God calls us to a life of prayer and actions that 
reflect God’s will for this world.

For my friends that want to bury the past because parts of it are so ugly and painful, I remind you that those of us that claim Jesus are 
able to do so because we point back to a painful day on a hill called Calvary. It was there that God used the painful, degrading and 
ugly act of crucifixion as a tool of redemption. We now sing “amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.” It is so 
akin to “free at last, thank God Almighty, I’m free at last.” That’s what I witnessed Sunday, June15, 2014 at Mt. Zion United Methodist 
Church, redemption!

Photo left: Bishop Duncan Gray, Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi and Bishop James Swanson Sr. of the Mississippi Conference at the 
memorial service for the Civil Rights workers. Photo by Larry Davis.

Bishops On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

•  July 11-13, 2014 (Friday-Sunday)
Youth from around the state will meet at the Seashore United Methodist Assembly for CONVO 2014. Bishop Swanson will be the key-
note speaker during this conference event.

Bishop’s Journal
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Watching a New Thing Unfold With Native American Ministries
By Beth Miller, Chair Mississippi Conference Committee on Native American Ministries

This past Tuesday night, I watched with praise and thanksgiving as a new model unfolded for our three United 
Methodist Choctaw congregations. Native stakeholders from the three congregations—John Memorial, Great Spirit 
and Green Hill—who are also stakeholders in the Choctaw Mission, engaged in thoughtful, sometimes painful and 
yet open and hopeful conversation as they visioned a new way for themselves.

Their old structure of two churches aligned with the mission and one freestanding was no longer fruitful or sustain-
able. All the congregations and the mission in general have faced considerable struggles. A Choctaw pastor served 
one of the congregations, but each longed for someone who knew their culture, music, history and identity; some-
one who could pastor them, even as they supported and grew one of their own.

A new structure for growing vital native Choctaw congregations was born. The three churches will be aligned 
together led by Rev. Daniel Tubby. Rev. David Wilson, conference superintendent of the Oklahoma Indian Mission-
ary Conference, will lead lay servant leadership training, which will become a “front burner” priority.  

A new configuration, new leadership and fresh approaches to servanthood for the Choctaw Mission are still unfold-
ing. Essential input from Choctaw stakeholders regarding the executive director job description and critical priorities for the focus and 
general future of the mission will be the substance of additional meetings and dialogue.

The input from the Choctaw people looked toward discipleship, meeting needs, a general excitement and attentiveness to their pas-
tor. The input from the Mississippi Conference director of communications and connectional ministries, Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton; the 
superintendent of the Meridian District, Rev. Billy Owen and the conference treasurer and benefits officer, David Stotts looked toward 
acknowledging realities, while seeing real possibilities, offering encouragement and assurance of ongoing support. The process was 
beautiful to watch unfold. The pride in a pastor serving his people was profound. It was a demonstration of our Mississippi United Meth-
odist connection and The POWER of We at its best!

As with any new thing, no doubt there may be rough edges to refine. But the process has begun. For me, as chair of the conference 
Committee on Native American Ministries, I share this experience with respectful joy.

I extend the invitation for participation. The committee itself needs representation from across our annual conference. If you feel a nudg-
ing of spirit to become involved in and support our Mississippi Choctaw United Methodists by serving on this committee, please contact 
me via email at ainsmil@earthlink.net or by phone at 662.873.4226 (church office, Rolling Fork United Methodist Church).

I look forward to our serving together as we serve with the Mississippi United Methodist Choctaw congregations and Mission.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Vital Congregations Committee Meets  
Photo right: Church leadership and development expert, Christie Latona 
(standing) listens to Lee Burdine during the with Mississippi Conference 
vital congregations committee meeting. 

The Mississippi Conference vital congregations committee began living 
into their new role on June 21, 2014. That is the date the group convened 
at the conference office.

The  newly formed Vital Congregations Committee, is a discernment body 
that ensures the ongoing effectiveness and oneness of annual conference 
churches, ministries and committees. The committee will recommend 
future directions and/or improvements as determined in part by feedback 
from charge conferences and goal achievements from spiritual leader for-
mation, faith community formation and connecting ministries. This body is 

Connecting

• July 23, 2014 (Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will preach during a 6:30 p.m. worship service at Pontotoc First United Methodist Church.

• July 25, 2014 (Friday)
The 2014 Rekindle the Flame Conference will be held in Athens, Georgia at the Classic Center. Bishop Swanson will speak at 7:00 p.m.

• July 29-30, 2014 (Tuesday and Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at Belmont Baptist Church’s revival at 7:00 p.m

Beth Miller
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a departure from the Connectional Leadership Team and other governing structures in that it seeks to represent the needs and interests 
of the local church in a wide diversity of ministry contexts rather than conference roles. The extended cabinet nominates the member-
ship which is comprised of nine churches, each represented by a pastor and one  member. Once the call is accepted, the congregation 
recommends a pastor and a congregational member with demonstrated leadership ability. Ultimately, members are elected at a session 
of annual conference. There will be an intentional effort to ensure diversity of church size, race/ethnicity, area (north, central, south), 
gender and age. The director of connectional ministries and communications convenes and the bishop and conference lay leader re-
source this team as non-voting members.

One of the highlights of the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference was the celebration of nine of the conference’s most 
vital congregations.  Listed below are those churches. 

• Anderson UMC, Jackson, has “never been afraid of challenges and through our diverse ministry leadership, we are always prayer-
fully embracing innovative ways to spread the Gospel and enhancing each person’s faith walk.”
• Crystal Springs UMC, Crystal Springs, exists “as a faith community simply because Christ lives in us, works in and through us and 
calls us to love and serve.”
• Iuka First UMC, Iuka, “is an active, vibrant church that seeks to listen to God’s call and respond with faithful service and generosity.”
• First UMC, Columbus, at almost 200 years old, continues to be committed to reaching beyond the walls of the church building and 
into the community.”
• Trinity UMC, Marks, is known for their “presence in the community” through their “outreach ministries in the local jail, nursing home, 
and community center.”
• The Pointe, Brandon, seven years old and birthed out of Brandon First UMC, is committed to worshippers encountering an environ-
ment of “radical hospitality and accepting love.”
• Mt. Pleasant UMC, Gulfport, focusing on “the whole person” and not discriminating “based on societal levels,” and addresses “the 
needs of its members and those of the community.”
• St. Luke UMC, Cleveland, “is diverse in age, race, education, theological standing, and socio-economic background.” St. Luke “is 
open to new and reinvented ministries, and willing to step out of its comfort zone even if the new projects are difficult.”
• Parkway Heights UMC, Hattiesburg, is committed to being “intentional and relational,” embodies openness, energy, and a spiritual 
momentum that continues to move this congregation forward.”

UM Katrina Recovery Closes Last Camp 
By David Cumbest, Disaster Coordinator

An era has ended on the coast of Mississippi. The United Methodist 
Katrina Recovery crews have closed the last camp to receive volun-
teers.  It is with a deep sense of gratitude that we mark this event. 
Thank you to all the teams that came down to restore our homes and 
our hope. Thank you to all who pitched in, when our world was in 
chaos, to offer the hospitality that was needed to make their efforts 
possible. Thank you to all those who gave their time, their talents 
and their donations and helped restore us to where we are today.  In 
the words overheard from many of our neighbors, “if it wasn’t for the 
churches, I don’t think we would have made it through this!”  In appre-
ciation of your hospitality almost every team who came down would tell 
us as they left for home, “we came down here to help you, but we feel 
like we are going home with a better blessing than we left behind.”   

The blessing continues because we are left with an infrastructure that 
will enable us to respond to the next disaster.  In the past, we have 
had some very good response procedures written after an event, but by the time a new disaster comes they were lost in a drawer 
somewhere.  This time we would like to try something new.  Instead of developing a procedure, we hope to build a team that will be 
organized like a volunteer fire department.  This team will meet to develop plans, to train and to care for the equipment.  We can also 
work together to provide a better response when we get an opportunity to help those who have helped us when they have a disaster in 
their communities.

There will be an initial organization meeting at Camp Faith on Turan Road, just east of new Highway 67 in Saucier, Mississippi 
on Saturday, June 28 at 9:00 a.m.  Anyone who is interested in disaster response can join this meeting.  Hamburgers and hot 
dogs will be served. The primary objective for this meeting is to get a sense of the gifts and graces of those who want to take 
part in organizing a team.

Photo left: This is an image from the 2005 Hurricane Katrina devastation.
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Update: April 28 Tornado
Photo right: David Cumbest (second row far left) is pictured with 
case managers of the Winston community-based recovery group, 
Winston Strong. They recently launched a long term recovery plan 
to help those affected by the April 28, 2014 twister. Catherine Earl 
with the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), trained 
the  case managers, as United Methodist Mellie Childs Jordan 
led case management supervision.  United Methodist pastor, Rev. 
Mike Dowd, headed as executive director of Winston Strong.

UMC Giving Launches New Website 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

United Methodist Communications has launched a redesigned website, umcgiving.org that helps local churches see the impact of 
United Methodist generosity. The new site offers a biblical perspective to help United Methodists across the globe align their giving 
practices with their personal faith. The site also includes a section dedicated specifically for church leaders and pastors that offers tools 
and downloadable resources to help inspire giving within local churches. To visit the website, go to this address: www.umcgiving.org/. 

United Methodists Tending to Immigrant Minors
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

United Methodist faith leaders are joining with other religious leaders to 
provide hospitality and basic needs for hundreds of undocumented Central 
American women and children who are being dropped off at bus stations 
in Tucson and Phoenix. To read the full story, visit this address: www.umc.
org/news-and-media/united-methodists-tending-to-immigrant-minors.

Photo right: In recent months, the numbers of unaccompanied minors 
from Central America crossing the U.S. border has surged, drawing both 
concern and criticism. In this file photo, an abandoned sandal lies just 
across the border from Mexico near Friendship Park in San Diego.  
Photo by Mike Dubose, UMNS.

Southaven First UMC Plans Prayer Vigil   
Southaven First United Methodist Church and senior pastor, Rev. Hal Hall 
hosted a Senatobia District Mission Team luncheon on June 21.  The team 
members and the churches have adopted individual team members for 
prayer and encouragement before leaving to El Salvador on July 12.  The 
churches that are participating in the team prayer coverage will bless them 
with a 14-hour prayer vigil as they depart on their journey.  The team leader 
is Rev. Amanda Gordon, who serves Minor Memorial UMC as senior pas-
tor. The district United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) coordina-
tor is Nathan Hickerson, who attends Minor Memorial UMC and is also 
team member.     

Photo right: Senatobia District Mission Team members enjoyed a BBQ 
lunch with all the trimmings while they discuss their trip.  

Faith Communities
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Revels UMC Serving Fathers  
The United Methodist Men of Revels United Methodist Church in Green-
ville observed Father’s Day by getting out into the community where they 
served dozens of meals to men (perhaps even fathers) sitting under trees 
and hanging out at street corners. The pastor of Revels, Rev. Mark Jones 
stated that they were Living Out The POWER of We. “We just wanted to let 
them know they are not forgotten,” said Jones.

Photo right: A member of Revels UMC United Methodist Men scoops a 
spoonful of green peas for each meal that went to men in their community.  

Nine in Webster County Now ERT Trained 
On Saturday, June 14, nine members of United Methodist churches in 
Webster County gathered at Eupora First United Methodist Church to par-
ticipate in early response team training (ERT). These individuals gathered 
as a response to God’s call to serve, a calling that was heightened after 
tornadoes affected Tupelo, Louisville and other communities across Mis-
sissippi. It was their desire that by training together and being members 
of the same Webster County cluster, that a team of diverse and equipped 
members could be ready for deployment when needed.

Participants gained a clear understanding of the role as an early response 
team. That is easily summed up in the mission. The Mission of an Early 
Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath 
of disaster. When asked the question, “Why United Methodists should 
play any role when there are other organizations that provide similar work?” Participants were clear in their understanding. The church 
responds as a result of the call to love all of our neighbors.

Vicky Patterson of Liberty United Methodist Church said, “We are not just missionaries to places around the world. We have neighbors 
that are in our communities and in nearby states that we can minister to as well.”

These volunteers are specially certified to help communities shortly after a disaster strikes. These early response teams (ERTs) have 
received special training from UMCOR and are credentialed so that they may enter disaster zones.

Photo right: Some of the Webster County cluster early response team volunteers were seen completing paper work.

Gordon Misses First Annual Conference in 66 Years 
During the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference the consistent and vital presence of the Rev. Dr. 
Prentiss Gordon, Sr., photo right, was missed. Gordon has participated every year since 1948. He missed the latest 
session to be in Oxford where he conducted his granddaughter’s wedding, marking his first absence from annual 
conference in 66 years.

When asked about his attendance record Gordon said, “Ministry is a rare gift. You get back far more than you ever 
give. I went each year because it was the right thing to do.”

Wesley, Louisville Consecrates New Building 
Wesley United Methodist Church in Louisville, Mississippi recently held its consecration service of their new church. The Starkville 
District superintendent, Dr. Embra Jackson, preached the sermon for the special occasion. The service began with a processional into 
the sanctuary led by a choir formed especially for this service, followed by the pastor, James L. Morris. Also attending this event was 
several city and county officials including the mayor, Will Hill, who congratulated Wesley.
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Moore Community House Executive Director Attends White House Summit
Carol Burnett, of the Mississippi Low Income Child Care Initiative and Moore Community House in Biloxi, Mississippi, attended the 
White House Summit on Working Families held in Washington, D.C., on June 23, 2014. Moore receives support from The United Meth-
odist Church.

President Barack Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joe Biden and Dr. Jill Biden addressed the White House Summit 
on Working Families that was co-hosted by the Center for American Progress and the Department of Labor.

The White House Summit explored how workplaces can support working families, boost businesses’ bottom lines and ensure America’s 
global economic competitiveness in the coming decades. The summit convened businesses, economists, labor leaders, legislators, 
advocates and the media for a discussion on issues facing the entire spectrum of working families, from low-wage workers, to corporate 
executives, from young parents, to baby boomers caring for their own aging parents.

For more information, contact Carol Burnett at 228.669.4827, cburnett@mschildcare.org.

To read the full media release with details about The White House Summit, go to this address: http://origin.library.constantcontact.
com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1815/BurnettNews+Release+(2).pdf.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Cokesbury Offers VBS Kit 
Churches looking for vacation Bible school material for the summer of 2015, might want to consider Cokesbury’s “G-Force VBS Puts 
God’s Love into Action.” Based on Acts 17:28a (“In God we live, move and exist”), participants learn that a life with God is one of move-
ment. Each of the five sessions is based on an action word (move, act, care, follow and share). Sessions include kid-friendly transporta-
tion such as skateboards, running shoes and inline skates. An interactive G-Force website is available—please visit this address: www.
cokesburyvbs.com/2015/.

Students

Save the Date  |  Announcements
Grants Available to Churches for Creative Older Adult Ministries
Apply by August 18
Local churches with ideas for creative ministries involving older adults can apply for a limited number of special Aging in Poverty Minis-
try grants from the United Methodist Committee on Older Adult Ministries (OAM).

“The grants from OAM and the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) will be made for the fourth consecutive quadrennium to help 
churches develop new ministries for older adults, especially programs for seniors who are facing poverty issues,” said William Ran-
dolph, director of the office on Aging and Older Adult Ministries at GBOD.

“These grants allow clergy and lay leaders to address issues that ordinarily could not be addressed through the church’s current bud-
get,” Randolph said. 

Grants totaling $75,000 will be awarded to churches later this fall.

All grant applications must be sent to the office on Aging and Older Adult Ministries, postmarked no later than Aug. 18. To be 
considered, the applications must meet the grant criteria and include the required signatures.

For more information and to obtain an application, go to http://bit.ly/1jogTOb.  

GBOD’s mission is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-changing disciples. An 
agency of The United Methodist Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand Avenue in Nashville, Tennessee. Visit www.gbod.org for 
more information or call the communications office at 877.899.2780, Ext. 1726.
 
September National Hunger Action Month
September is National Hunger Action Month. Plan now to make September 2014 a time to take a stand against hunger by joining with 
the Society of St. Andrew to see that each person in this country has healthy, nourishing food to eat.

Nearly 50 million people in the United States are hungry or food insecure. Yet in this country, over 133 billion pounds of good food will 
be thrown away this year.

To download free resources to promote National Hunger Action Month, visit this address: www.endhunger.org/NHAM/. 
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Conference on AIDS in Denver
September 11-13
Four United Methodist bishops, an international medical AIDS specialist, two seminary professors 
from Zimbabwe and Kenya, local United Methodist pastors, a Muslim woman and persons living 
with HIV will be among the keynote speakers at the upcoming equipping conference for HIV and 
AIDS ministries scheduled for Denver, Colorado, September 11-13.

Sponsored by the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund (UMGAF) Committee, with the support of 
the Connectional Table and various church boards and agencies, the conference theme will be 
“Countdown to Zero: Just Save One.”   The emphasis will be on preventing HIV infections and pre-
venting deaths from AIDS. The motto of UNAIDS is “Getting to Zero: no new HIV infections, no discrimination and no new AIDS deaths.”

Registration for the event to be held at the Renaissance Hotel in Denver can be found at www.umglobalaidsfund.com. Conference 
registration deadline is August 15. Partial scholarships are available for three of the tracks. The deadline for scholarship applica-
tions is July 11. For information and deadlines about scholarships, contact Linda Bales Todd, joylab47@yahoo.com. For general ques-
tions, email: countdown@rmcumc.com.

5 Freebies to Grow Ministry 
Check out five free resources to help your ministry grow in reach that you can access easily from 
United Methodist Communications. For more information, visit this address: www.umcom.org/
site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx.

Used PA Speakers Available
Centenary United Methodist Church in McComb has upgraded their sound system, and is seeking a new home for the PA speakers 
they replaced. They are Peavey CL-1 loudspeakers and the woofers (bass speakers) need to be replaced.  To make your best offer, 
contact Christopher Hart, director of music and arts, at 601.684.6698 or  music@centenary-umc.net for information.

Choir Music to Donate
In need of choir music and accompaniment CDs? The materials are all in very good shape 
and only lightly used. Most of the music is from Brentwood Publishing. Contact Sha Pollard for 
more details at 601.937.0879, or at 601.368.2226 from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

• The Faith We Sing - one accompanist book and eight songbooks
• He Keeps Me Singing - ten books and cassette tape
• Blended Praise choir books - eight books and CD
• Spirituals and Gospel Songs by Mark Hayes for SAB - six books and CD
• The Musical Yearbook - unison or two part choirs - 11 books and CD
• Holy Child - simple Christmas musical by Marty Parks - eight books and CD
• Best Gift of All - Christmas musical in Ready to Sing series - 10 books and CD
• Ready to Sing series - Praise and Worship - eight books and CD
• Ready to Sing series - Contemporary Vol 3 - eight books and CD
• Ready to Sing series - Southern Gospel - eight books and CD
• Ready to Sing series - Southern Gospel Vol 2 - ten books and CD

Chapel Pews Available from Wright & Ferguson
Wright & Ferguson Funeral Home in Ridgeland, Mississippi is renovating its chapel and needs to get rid of several pews. The pews are 
white with stained ends and blue cushions. For more information contact Sidney Risher at 601.853.7696.

Didn’t Get to Buy a T-shirt at Annual Conference? 
The POWER of We t-shirts can still be purchased at the conference office located at 320 Briarwood 
Drive in Jackson. Shirts are $16 and are available in medium, large, extra-large and double extra-
large sizes. There are very few mediums and extra larges left so don’t delay! Only cash and checks 
will be accepted as payment. Shirts will not be shipped and can only be bought at the conference 
office. For more information call 601.354.0515.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Full-time Director of Children’s Ministries – Canterbury UMC, Birmingham, AL
Canterbury United Methodist Church (www.canterburyumc.org) in Birmingham, Alabama, is seeking a full-time Director of Children’s Ministries 
to join their children’s ministry team. The position will provide innovative, executive leadership over the development and implementation of all 
aspects of children’s ministry programming, serving children from birth through sixth grade, as well as their families. The main responsibilities 
are:

• Provide Leadership: The DCM will oversee all children’s ministry programming, and supervise the children’s ministry staff
• Equip families, leaders, and volunteers: The DCM will recruit, equip, and build teams of children’s ministry leaders and volunteers
• Develop relationships: (1) Establish and oversee programming  that encourages each child to choose to become a true disciple of Christ, (2) 

provide opportunities for children to develop relationships with other children, and children’s ministry leaders and staff

Qualifications include:
• A minimum of three years of experience in leading a children’s ministry program, preferably in a larger church or similar organization
• A Bachelor’s degree with a preference toward a graduate degree in a field related to children’s ministry
• A passion for serving children and their families
• Ability to serve as a spiritual role model by demonstrating a commitment to Christian spiritual practices and by articulating a personal faith 

journey
• Ability to lead a professional team with positive spirit that supports the mission and core values of Canterbury UMC
• Ability to plan, implement, and measure the results of ministry programs and events
• Alignment with the beliefs and practices of the United Methodist Church

For more detailed information and to submit a resume, please contact Sara Bailey at sara@ymarchitects.com.

• Youth Ministry Associate – Christ UMC 

Position Summary
The primary responsibility of this position is to connect youth into the life and family of Christ United Methodist Church. In order to accomplish 
this objective, the individual must be able to connect students to other students, students to adults and students to their community and world. 
The position’s work responsibilities fall into one of the following two core service areas: Student Tracking, Follow-Up & Retention, and Sunday 
School/Confirmation.  Other responsibilities fall into the broader category of shared youth ministry programs, events/retreats, and contact 
ministry. 

This is a full-time, exempt position. The individual in this position reports to the Youth Director. He/she works alongside three current Youth 
Ministry staff: Director/Middle School Minister, Discipleship/High School Minister, and Administrative Assistant. 

Interview Requirement
Any candidate who is called to Christ UMC for an interview must notify the interviewing party in writing of any reasonable accommodation 
needed prior to the date of the interview.

All Inquiries May Be Made To 

The email address is hr@christunitedjxn.org.

Employment 

Breakfast Pizza  

Brown sausage in a large skillet, stirring until it crumbles; drain. Set aside. Unroll 
crescent rolls, separating into eight triangles. Place triangles, with elongated points toward center, on a greased 12-inch pizza pan. 
Press perforations together to form a crust. Bake at 375 degrees for eight minutes on lower rack of oven (crust will be slightly puffy 
when removed from oven). Reduce oven temperature to 350 degrees. Spoon sausage over dough; sprinkle with cheese. Bake at 350 
degrees on lower rack of oven, 30 to 35 minutes or until crust is golden. Cut into wedges to serve.

— Gina Clement, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites  from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 pound ground pork sausage
1 (8 oz.) can crescent rolls
1 cup (4 oz.) shredded sharp  
  Cheddar cheese
1 cup (4 oz.) shredded  
  Mozzarella cheese

5 large eggs, lightly beaten
½ cup of milk
¾ teaspoon dried oregano
1/8 teaspoon pepper
Mushrooms, bell pepper and onion,  
  if desired
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.




